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HEEEMA (income  disparity)fiil =
HEBE AURMEEBRANEER

BI(Gini  coefficient) g0 R EE L EE
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L USEFUL EXPRESSIONS

A. Background

1.

While the government keeps saying Hong
Kong is better than it was 20 years ago
and the stock market is booming, the
income gap is widening. Those in poverty
are struggling to survive, with inflation
and the lack of government help.

. Last year, the overall Gini coefficient,

representing income disparity, was
at its highest since the figures were
recorded.

. Analysts attributed the phenomenon to

Hong Kong's increasing focus on high
value-added sectors such as the
financial industry.

B. Responses of the govermment

4.

Commissioner for Census and Statistics
hinted the rise was not significant,
stressing it was in line with the global
trend for developed nations or cities.

. In an attempt to play down concerns,

the government said that the coefficient
should not be the only factor with which
to gauge the situation on income
distribution.

. Comparisons across societies on such

figures are not conclusive as each
government gathers, compiles and
presents income statistics differently,
while the welfare systems they operate
provide protection to varying degrees.
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7.

c.

Governments all over the world worry
about income inequality, fearing that
the wider the gap between the haves
and have-nots, the more likelihood of
social discontent.

Solutions

8.

10
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12.

Chief Executive Donald Tsang has made
poverty reduction one of his key
priorities.

. A series of schemes has been launched

to improve the skills of lower-paid
and older workers and to make those
without jobs employable. But more needs
to be done.

. The social enterprises programme,
which encourages companies, non-
governmental groups and individuals
to set up businesses to employ and train
the disadvantaged, is one such venture.

Hong Kong needs to legislate to
protect the minimum wages of low-
skilled workers and set up a universal
retirement fund for the elderly
because Hong Kong's widening income
gap has reached an alarming level.

We need concerted efforts to create a
more level playing field. Only through
equality of opportunity can Hong Kong
prosper and thrive in an increasingly
competitive economic environment.
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Derek graduated from Queen’s College and the University
of Hong Kong in the 80s. Having been a lawyer for a
number of years, he switched his career to education with
immense success. His superb teaching materials and
user-friendly exam skills not only earn him a good name but
also produce countless students with brilliant exam results.
As one of the most prominent English Supertutors, Derek
must have his own magic.
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After her university education, Cindy worked as a day-time school
teacher like many. Shortly and rarely, she was recruited by King’s
Glory Educational Centre as an upper form English Tutor despite her
freshness at that time. Her great class performance proved the
insight of King’s Glory. With years of polishing, she is now one of the
most fast-moving English Tutor Queens in town.
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